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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SS-20 NSC-07 SPC-03 SAM-01 H-03 PA-04 

PRS-01 L-03 USIA-15 RSC-01 DRC-01 ABF-01 INR-10 /096 W 

044259 

R 212030Z MAR 74 
FM AMEMBASSY BONN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1242 
INFO AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
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AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY OSLO 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
AMEMBASSY WARSAW 
USMISSION NATO BRUSSELS 
AMCONSUL MUNICH 



CONFIDENTIAL BONN 4503 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, XG, GW 

SUBJECT: EUROPEAN FUNDING FOR RADIO FREE EUROPE AND 
RADIO LIBERTY 

REF: (A) BONN 3011; (B) STATE 42820 

1. THE AMBASSADOR RAISED THE SUBJECT OF EUROPEAN 
FUNDING WITH STATE SECRETARY FRANK AT A MEETING ON MARCH 
20 POINTING OUT THAT THE FUNDING OF THE RADIOS WAS AN OLD 
PROBLEM BUT CONTINUED TO BE A VERY URGENT ONE. CONGRES- 
SIONAL DEBATE ON THIS ISSUE FOR THE NEXT FISCAL YEAR 
WAS ABOUT TO BEGIN. THE CONGRESS HAD MADE A VERY 
IMPORTANT ISSUE OUT OF EUROPEAN PARTICIPATION, CONSIDER- 
ING THAT THE RADIOS PLAYED A ROLE WHICH IS IN THE 
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OVERALL WESTERN INTEREST. A EUROPEAN CONTRIBUTION WOULD 
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HAVE SUBSTANTIAL PSYCHOLOGICAL VALUE IN PERSUADING THE 
CONGRESS TO CONTINUE TO SUPPORT THE RADIOS' OPERATIONS. 

2. FRANK SAID THAT HE WAS FAMILIAR WITH THE PROBLEM 
AND WITH THE U.S. REQUEST FOR EUROPEAN SUPPORT. HE SAW 
THE MAIN PROBLEM FOR THE FRG IN TERMS OF ITS RELATIONS 
WITH THE SOVIET UNION AND POLAND. THE RADIOS HAD 
"PLAYED A ROLE" IN THE FRG'S NEGOTIATIONS WITH BOTH OF 
THOSE COUNTRIES. THE POLES IN PARTICULAR HAD DESCRIBED 
RFE AS AN OBSTACLE TO THE NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS 
BETWEEN BONN AND WARSAW. THE GERMAN RESPONSE, FRANK 
NOTED, HAD CONSISTENTLY BEEN THAT THE FRG WAS NOT 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE RADIOS. THAT ARGUMENT HAD ALL ALONG 
BEEN SUBJECT TO THE CRITICISM THAT THE RADIOS, WHETHER A 
DIRECT FRG RESPONSIBILITY OR NOT, WERE LOCATED ON WEST 
GERMAN TERRITORY. IF THE FRG PARTICIPATED ACTIVELY IN 
THE FUNDING OF THE RADIOS, HOWEVER, IT WOULD BE EVEN 
MORE DIFFICULT TO USE THIS ARGUMENT. IT WOULD GIVE THE 
POLES (AND OTHER EE'S) ANOTHER PRETEXT TO SADDLE THE FRG 
WITH THE BLAME FOR PREVENTING A NORMALIZATION OF 
RELATIONS. 

3. THE AMBASSADOR SUGGESTED THAT POLISH AND SOVIET 
COMPLAINTS ABOUT THE RADIOS WERE EXAGGERATED FOR 
TACTICAL PURPOSES. THE EASTERN EUROPEANS, PARTICULARLY 
THOSE LIKE THE POLES AND SOVIETS WHO WERE SEEKING 
SUBSTANTIAL CREDITS, HAD AN INTEREST IN THE NORMALIZA- 
TION OF RELATIONS AS STRONG OR STRONGER THAN THAT OF THE 
FRG. THEY WOULD HARDLY LET THIS INTEREST BE IMPAIRED BY 
MAKING A STRONG ISSUE OUT OF THE RADIOS. 

4. COMMENT: FRANK, WITHOUT ENTHUSIASM, AGREED TO TAKE 
ANOTHER LOOK AT THE MATTER. HE IS AWARE THAT THE 
EUROPEAN CONTRIBUTION, IF IT IS TO HAVE THE DESIRED 
PSYCHOLOGICAL EFFECT, WILL HAVE TO BE A FAIRLY SUBSTAN- 
TIAL ONE. HE MENTIONED, IN THIS CONNECTION, THE FIVE 
THOUSAND POUNDS WHICH THE BRITISH HAVE PROPOSED AS A 
POSSIBLE FIGURE FOR EXPANDED RESEARCH SUBSCRIPTIONS, 
NOTING THAT THIS WOULD APPEAR TO BE CLEARLY INADEQUATE 
FOR THE PURPOSES WE HAD IN MIND. WE ARE NOT OPTIMISTIC 
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THAT FRANK'S REVIEW OF THE SITUATION WILL LEAD TO A 
CHANGE IN THE FRG POSITION.HILLENBRAND 
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